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NEW ENTRANCE INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTIAL, BUSINESS, OR FARM DRIVEWAYS 

All new approaches shall comply with Home Rule Ordinance #16. The following is a summary of this ordinance. 

 
Permit: An approach permit is required for all new approaches and also any change or modification to an existing 

approach. Approaches for commercial and industrial facilities shall be evaluated on an individual basis and may not fit 

criteria presented in this document.  The permit application is available at the County Engineers Office at 901 N. 8th ST., 
between the hours 7:00AM to 4:30 PM, Monday through Friday. The permit process is as follows: 

1. Fill out application and pay permit fee. 
2. Jefferson County Engineer personnel will visit the proposed site to be evaluate the site distance, determine the 

size and length of culvert required, and check for any other problems with the site. This information is 

transmitted back to the permit applicant. It is very helpful if the permit applicant would clearly mark the 
proposed approach site so that the County personnel can easily identify the proper site. 

3. The permit applicant is responsible to construct or have the approach constructed to Jefferson County Road 
Specification at your own expense. 

4. The permit applicant notifies the Jefferson County Engineer’s Office when the approach is finished and ready for 
Final Inspection. 

5. Jefferson County Engineer’s Office personnel inspect the final approach and if acceptable, the permit is signed 

and sent to the permit applicant for their records. 
Culvert Materials: All materials used must be new, and of size and strength specified by the County engineer. The 

following culvert pipes are acceptable if approved on application. 
1. CMP (Corrugated Metal Pipe) – 16 GA. Minimum or as required by site conditions. CMP (Corrugated Metal Pipe) 

can be purchased from the County. The County Road Department will only sell culverts for use on the County 

road right-of-way. 
2. RCP (Reinforced Concrete Pipe)- 3000D with type II connectors or as required by the site conditions. 

3. Dual Wall Plastic pipe culverts 
Fill material: Fill material shall be free of foreign material, or debris (i.e.: concrete, bricks, roots trash etc.) and suitable 

for approach construction. The Road Department will NOT provide material for new or widening of approaches. 
Approach Grade: The approach grade to the County road shall be flat or built to slightly slope away from the County 

road for a distance of at least 20 feet from the top of the roadway foreslopes. 

Approach side slopes:  
1. Dirt or Gravel Roads - Side slopes to be 2:1 or Flatter. 

2. Paved Roads – Approach sides slope shall be 6:1 or flatter where culverts are required or and 8:1 for dry fill 
locations. 

Surfacing: 

1. Gravel approach to residence. The Applicant is responsible to gravel the approach to the residence the first time. 
The Gravel shall be a minimum of 6” thickness of Class “A” roadstone. It will Be the County Road Departments 

responsibility to keep rock on the residential approach back to the right-of-way after the initial construction is 
approved. The County will only keep up one approach rocked per residence. 

2. Asphalt or concrete approach surfacing- Property owners may pave approach at their own expense. The 

property owners will be responsible to replace any damaged pavement caused by normal maintenance activities 
including replacement of the approach pipe.  

Approach Angles: Approach shall enter County roads at a right angle (90 degrees to County road centerline).  
Approach Width: Approach width shall not be of a distance that allows ponding of water. 

Approach Grade: The approach grade to the County road shall be flat or built to slightly sloped away from the County 
road for a distance of at least 20 feet from the top of the roadway foreslopes. 

 

 
  


